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Interfaith Statement for Chemical Policy Reform

The Problem: Toxic Chemicals Threaten Life on Earth

Toxic chemicals enter and harm our bodies, plants and animals, and natural systems through air and
water pollution, and chemicals in household products including cleaners, personal care products, plastic
food and drink containers, textiles, and children’s toys. Yet these chemicals are poorly understood and
inadequately regulated. The U.S. Government Accountability Office found that only 200 of the more than
80,000 registered industrial chemicals have been tested™. Existing chemical policies fail to protect the web of
Creation, including the human community.

While all people are at risk, some are more vulnerable. Communities of color and low-income
communities suffer disproportionately from pollution caused by current and past industrial activity, waste
disposalz, heavily-traveled transportation routes, and consumer products containing toxic chemicals.
Researchers also warn that toxic chemicals negatively impact children, expectant mothers, and workers.?
Chemical workers suffer from chemical exposures because of the lack of public data on chemicals they use,
unsafe workplaces, and lax enforcement of regulations.

As religious leaders and people of faith and conscience from diverse traditions, we affirm that
reforming current chemical policies is vital to protecting people and life on God's Earth.

Our Shared Call: Four Religious Values

The world’s faith traditions share values which serve as a foundation for ethical decision-making regarding
toxic chemicals. Four core values shared by the world’s great traditions are as follows:

e Alllife is to be respected.

e People of faith must ensure that air, water, and land — which belong to the Divine - sustain life on
Earth.

e  Society owes justice and care to its most vulnerable people and communities, and to future
generations

e  Our faith traditions call us to protect and promote the health of the human body.

The conclusion of this statement contains reference to religious teachings that reflect these shared values.
Sadly, existing chemical policies fail to respect these values.

The Principles: Strong Toxic Policies to Sustain All Life

Government policy on chemicals can and should protect people and all life on Earth. Chemical legislation
should:

Protect People and All Life on Earth
¢ Remove the most dangerous chemicals, such as chemicals that persist, bioaccumulate, or are
acutely toxic (PBTSs), from use except when no safe alternative is available.
e Hold companies accountable for demonstrating that chemicals are safe.

Protect Vulnerable Populations
e Reduce the disproportionate burden of chemical exposure placed on workers, low-income people,
people of color, indigenous communities, pregnant women, and children, and other vulnerable
groups.
e Expand government biomonitoring, particularly in at-risk communities, to measure people’s toxic
exposure.

! Government Accountability Office. Chemical Regulation: Options Exist to Improve EPA’s Ability to Assess Health Risks and
Manage Its Chemical Review Program. 2005. 22.

2 United Church of Christ. Toxic Waste and Race. 1987.

® For examples see President’s Cancer Panel. Reducing Environmental Cancer Risk: What We Know and What We Can Do. Letfall,
LD and Kripke, M. May 2010, ;Environmental Working Group. Body Burden: A Benchmark Investigation of Industrial Chemicals,
Pollutants, and Pesticides in Human Umbilical Cord Blood., 2004; Christiansen S, M Scholze, M Dalgaard, AM Vinggaard, M.
Axelstad, A. Kortenkamp and U. Hass. Synergistic disruption of external male sex organ development by a mixture of four
antiandrogens. Environmental Health Perspectives doi:10.1289/ehp.0900689. September 2009; California Environmental Protection

Agency Department of Toxic Substances Control. PBDE Levels in Falcon Egg Studies Highest Ever., May 2008.




e Invest in research to understand and protect children’s health from chemical harm.
e Provide chemical health and safety information to workers and the public.

Promote a Sustainable, Healthy Economy
e Fund “green” chemistry and engineering research to create safer chemicals and industrial
processes.
e Promote a “green” economy that will allow all life to flourish and bring green jobs to low-income
communities and communities of color.

Religious Teachings that Affirm Strong Protections from Toxic Chemicals

These teachings represent humanity’s shared moral and spiritual heritage, and affirm the
importance of protecting society and all life on Earth from the threats posed by toxic chemicals.

Judaism affirms that human beings are created b’tselem Elohim, in the divine image (Genesis 1:26), and
that God recognized all Creation as “very good” (Genesis 1:31), implying the importance of respect and care
for the human body and all Creation. Judaism emphasizes God’'s command to treat vulnerable communities
with compassion and justice, take precautions to prevent possible harm, and forbid people from knowingly
harming themselves or others (Leviticus 19:28, Deuteronomy 15:7). Classical Jewish sources mandate
proper waste disposal and that potentially dangerous production processes be sited at a safe distance from
our homes and communities. (e.g. Deuteronomy 23:13-15, Mishnah Baba Batra 2:9). Jewish tradition
recognizes the inherent value of children and future generations (Shabbat 119b).

Christianity echoes Jewish teachings about Creation’s goodness, and the New Testament teaches that
Christ’s salvation encompasses not only humankind but “all things” or “the entire world” (Colossians 1:15-20;
John 3:16) -, demonstrating the importance of the whole of Creation. Jesus teaches that those who receive
gifts from the Creator are required to use these responsibly (Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 19:12-28), and that
Christians are called to seek justice for society’s most vulnerable (Matthew 25:31-40). Paul writes that our
bodies are a “temple of the holy spirit” (1 Cor. 6:19-20), and Jesus healed numerous people suffering from
illnesses, showing God'’s care for human health and the body.

Islam teaches that the natural world is a “sign” (“aya”) that points to the existence of Allah and that all of
Creation glorifies Allah (Qur'an 27:88, 24:41). Human beings are God’s “viceregents” and stewards (Qur'an
2:30, 6:165, 33:72) and are divinely ordained to maintain Creation’s balance and harmony (Qur'an 55:1-13).
Allah forbids self-harm — an implicit caution in regards to use of toxic substances (Qur'an 2:195, 4:29).
Justice for the vulnerable is central to Islam — whether through care for those who suffer or through the
prevention of suffering. For example, Prophet Muhammad declared, “Help your brother whether he is an
oppressor or he is an oppressed one.” People asked, “O Messenger of God,... how can we help the
oppressor?” Prophet Muhammad replied, “By preventing the oppressor from committing acts of injustice”
(Sahih Bukhari 45:4).

Hinduism affirms veneration of nature in its Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas, Sutras, and other sacred texts.
Millions of Hindus recite Sanskrit mantras which recognize the divine in sacred rivers, mountains, trees, and
animals. Hinduism’s yogic traditions affirm the importance of human health, while Hindu theologies note that
Earth is to be revered as a manifestation of the goddess (Devi). Mahatma Gandhi taught that simple living is
the foundation of sustainable economies, and that “dharma” — often translated “duty” - can be interpreted to
support respect for Earth. Gandhi emphasized the Hindu teaching of “ahimsa,” or nonviolence towards the
web of life. The ancient Indic tradition of Jainism declares non-violence as its supreme virtue and endorses
vegetarianism to benefit human health and prevent animal suffering.

Buddhist teachings such as “dependent co-arising” (“paticca samupadda”) and the Jewel Net of Indra affirm
that all life is interconnected, and by extension recognize that toxic chemicals damage this web of life.
Buddhism also affirms “ahimsa,” or non-violence, recognizing that we must reduce avoidable suffering, and
teaches the importance of restraint and self-mastery as methods to achieve individual and collective
harmony, criticizing the self-indulgence and greed that characterizes the reckless use of toxics. Buddhism
affirms our duty to show compassion to society’s most vulnerable members. For example, Bodhisattvas are
great spiritual leaders who draw near to enlightenment and then, instead of entering nirvana, choose to help
the less fortunate achieve enlightenment and well-being.

Signed

American Baptist Churches of Connecticut

Center for the Celebration of Creation (Pennsylvania)

Church of the Brethren

Earth Ministry (Washington State and national)

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon Interfaith Network for Earth Concerns
The Episcopal Church



Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

GreenFaith (New Jersey and national)

Interfaith Center for Corporate Responsibility

Interreligious Eco-Justice Network (Connecticut)

Maine Council of Churches

Massachusetts Council of Churches

Minnesota Council of Churches

National Council of Churches

Northwest Center for Corporate Responsibility

Oblates of Mary Immaculate Justice, Peace/Integrity of Creation Office
Pennsylvania Council of Churches

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Office of Public Witness

Texas Impact

Union for Reform Judaism

United Church of Christ Justice and Witness Ministries

United Methodist Church- General Board of Church and Society
Unitarian Universalist Association

Voices for Earth Justice (Michigan)

Note: See the list of individual signatories on the following page

Contact with questions and other Inquiries:

Shantha Ready Alonso

Advocacy and Outreach Specialist

National Council of Churches Eco-Justice Program
110 Maryland Avenue, NE

Washington, DC 20002

202-481-6931

shantha@nccecojustice.org
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cowling
Day
Drake

E

Ebel
Emblidge
Ferg

Fink
Firestone
Friggle-Norton
Froom
Garcia-Bish
Garcia-Bish
Gruber
hackett
Hartman
Haynes
Jaeger
Jamison
Joines
Kline
Knowlton
Laubach
Lightell
Likens
Mancuso
Mihok
Moeschberger
Murin
nash
Nolde
Norton
Pyrch
Rice
Strauss
Teutsch
Trout
Waskow
Wilden

McCracken

Walton

Pennsburg

Philadelphia
Havertown

Philadelphia
Newport
Havertown

Prospect
Prospect
Phoenixville

Reading

Roslyn

East Lansdowne

Westchester
Philadelphia

Forest City
Stroudsburg
Pittsburgh
Aston

Wyndmoor
Havertown

Harrisburg

Philadelphia
Philadelphia
Philadelphia

San Juan

Chepachet
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Shawn
Vera
Pam
Gloria Ann
Karen
Nancy
Patrick
Harriet
Donald
Jim
Beverly
Carolyn
Chris
Jonathan
Robert
R.J.
Gary
James
Debra
Ann
Marsha
Tena
Wilma
Bonita
Edith
Donna
Susan
Lena Brown
Lolita
Janie

Texas
Sue
Morgan
Glynden
Robert
Deborah
Bruce
Ronald
Jim
William
Kelly
Doug
Cheryl
Cheryl
Janet
Max
Joyce
Myron
Stefan
T

Harrell
Jones
Thomas
Callahan
Clarke
Wilson
Bone
Bryan
Clark
Deming
Dorsey
Dougall
Drumright
Ertelt
Gottfried
Hayes
Lawson, Sr.
Ralston
Satterfield
Strange
Uselton
Willemsma
Boy
Dunavant
Kimbrough
Mosby
Perkins
Prince
Slay
Wendelken

Abold

Ambrose

Bode

Bohmfalk
Bratcher

Burns

Corl

Crosby
DelVvalle-Gonzalez
Epstein

Fritzsche

Gainer

Gainer
Grunstein-Neelley
Heffler

Kuhlman

Kuhlman

Kuhlman

L

Pomplico
Spartanburg
Columbia
Aiken
CHARLESTON
Sumter

Clarksville
Pleasant Hill
Nashville

Knoxville
Murfreesboro

Sewanee
MEMPHIS
Eva

Lyles
Memphis
Knoxville
Knoxville
Knoxville
Bluff City
Millington
Nashville
Oak Ridge
Knoxville
Nashville
Nashville
Knoxville

Victoria
Dallas
Houston
Seguin
Lubbock
Austin

Deer Park

Missouri City
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Jennifer
Amanda
Annette
James
Michelle
Sean
Penny
Elie

Walt
Tom
Christa
Rev. Tom
Sarah
Steven
Rev. Lisa
Eric
Irene
Lana
Anna K.
Michael
Cindy
Terry
Rev. Jeremy
Melissa
Janess
Rev. T. Randall
Rev. Lou
Julie
Doris
Linda
Rev. Bo
Eugenia
Debra
Pete

Utah
Rebecca

Vermont
catherine
Joanne

Virginia
Katey
Kathy
Maria
Theresa
Deborah
Paul
Joy
Laura

O'Brien
Robinson
Sheppard
Story
Augustine
Briscoe
Brown
Camp
Case
Davis
French
Heger
Henseler
Hubbard
Hunt
Kirchner
Lutz
Marker
Martin
McKee
Metcalf
Porter
Rutledge
Selden
Sheets
Smith
Snead
Stiles
Story
Thompson
Townsend
Voges-Flink
Winegarten
Zimmerman

Gray

Cooke
LaFreniere

Zeh

Arle
Babewr
Brion
Burchard
Burke
Crawford
Dely

Austin
Dallas
Austin
Austin
Austin
Austin
Round Rock
San Antonio
Austin
Austin
Houston

Austin
Dallas
Round Rock
Austin
Austin
Austin
Houston
Austin
West Point
Tyler
Austin
Austin
Austin
Austin
Austin

Austin
Austin

Price

Burlington
So. Burlington

Arlington

Cartersville
Lexington
Christiansburg
Virginia Beach
Richmond
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Christine
Frances
gatewood
Paul
Lucy
Kathy
Susan
Sharon
Katharine
Janit
Frances
Rebekah
Nancy
Donna

Washington
Judy
Evita
Walther
Laura
Diane
Teresa
Kevin
Linda
Barbara
Elizabeth
Laura
Daniel
Larry
Jenny
Jackie
Thomas
Jeanne
Gary

Val
Sharone
Clare
Suzanne
Jim

Erich
Sharon
Eileen
Billie
Donna

West Virginia
Tom
Constance
melvin

Carol

Elliott
Ellis

eure
Geib
Goldberg
Harris
Kalan
Keys
Layton
Llewellyn
Morawski
Overman
Peterson
Watkins

Hubbard
Krislock
Soeldner
Ackerman
Armbrust
Bryan
Clark
Crowe
DelGiudice
Dickinson
Dooley
Erlander
Fox
Gronholt
Grove

Hall
Harvey Duncan
Johnson
Keller
Ketterman
Lentz
Lindgren
Mulligan
Richter
Stovall
Suico
Watkins
Woodford

Basden
Gratop Lewis
Hoover
Warren

Fairfax
Roanoke

Blacksburg
Richmond
Orange
Alexandria
Fort Valley
Midlothian

Bridgewater
Yorktown

Vancouver
Veradale
Spokane
Spokane
Kelso
Burien
Seattle
Freeland

Freeland

Bellingham
Spokane

Eatonville
Seattle

Vancouver

Webster Springs

Page 17



Wisconsin
David and Tamar: Ballard

Beth Beck
Nancy Bowen
Debi Burtard
Jennifer DeNetz
Angelo Feldkamp
Marc F Hansen MD
iLah Hartung
Susan Hill
Kimberly Hrobsky
Beverly Iverson Bedford
Paul Kaiser

Lillia Langreck
Sue Larson
John Loppnow

Unlisted State Affiliation

S. Carlson
Isabel Delatorre-Hansen
Pamela Evans
Ray Hardwick
Maureen Irvin
Mohamed Jama Ali Bair
Ricardo Corrales
Ricardo Corrales
Terre Dorward
Ken Haynam
Tony Ippolito
Kathleen Wagner
Arron Wilson

Madison

DePere

Janesville
Ripon
Watertown

Mount Calvary
Madison

Cottonwood
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